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not follow that they are sufficient It is very
commonly said that the action must be a
voluntary one. It will be found, I think, that
this is contained in my third condition, and also
that the form of statement I have adopted ex-
hibits more clearly the reason why the condition
is necessary. We may say that an action is
involuntary either when it is instinctive, or
when one motive is so strong that there is no
voluntary choice between motives. An in-
voluntary cough produced by irritation of the
glottis is no proper subject for blame or praise.
A man is not responsible for it, because it is
done by a part of his body without consulting
him. What is meant by him in this case will
require further investigation. Again, when a
dipsomaniac has so great and overmastering an
inclination to drink that we cannot conceive of
conscience being strong enough to conquer it,
he is not responsible for that act, though he
may be responsible for having got himself into
the state. But if it is conceivable that a very
strong conscience fully brought to bear might
succeed in conquering the inclination, we may
take a lenient view of the fall and say there
was a very strong temptation, but we shall
still regard it as a fall, and say that the man is
responsible and a wrong has been done.1

1 [It seems worth noting that this very closely coincides with
the doctrine of modern English law on the question when and how
far insanity excludes criminal responsibility.]